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The |
Architect’s
Home

Desi
Note%n

Scott Balmforth, Terroir o1

BH] mforth RCSidCI]CC Cremantle House, Suman Pendal
ard Rebecca Anqus

The des’gn ot my home paralleled a penod of intense scrutiny

undertaken by fefiow Terrcir Direclor Gerard Renmuth and oe.

nysell inle our design phiosophy and methodolegy as part Balmforth Rewdence, Scell

For architects, the design of their
own home has historically served
as a unique opportunity to test ideas;
a laboratory of innovation that feeds a

broader design philosophy. In curating Balmiccth.

this special issue on the architect’s
house, we asked those involved how
the challenge of designing their own
homes has enriched and informed
the broader design development

of their practice. Their responses
follow, an insight not just into their
methodologies and approach, but
also into the pleasures, and perils, of
designing for oneself.

of a collaboralive research program in ihe RMIT Invitalicnal
Masters program. In lacl, our final presentalicn was in the same
week thal construction commenced! This peoject thus became
lor ime a huntter magnitication of 1the design processes we had
adopled and Ihat Ihe Mastess reseaich highlighted,

Ye! it also provded an inleresting cosollary — Gerard
and | had deveioped from 1he culset of Tarroir an apparent
singulatity and the Masters highlighted Lhe criicality ol
Ihe ongoing ‘conversation’ belween us 1o our jeint design
phitosephy and appiach. Inthe case of 1his project, however,
which was outside the ceuvie of ypical ollize projects. my
graspirg tor catemnal comiment from Gerard was spasmodic
ard the conimenis were more circumspect than nosnnai.
Rather than, "Let's do lhus |, his lendency was (o say, "Well,
you coud Iy tRat.” That is, ‘| am gving you a suggestion
hut this is your own house.” Thus | began to undersland
ke commenls of Melboune architect Altan Powell at one
ot cur Masters' pane! presentations: he envicusty roted Lhe
luxuny Gesard and | enjoy of being able 1o have an ongeing
conversalion on design, whereas he had 1o have such a
comarsalion in his own mind. | hink | shared soima ot Allan’s
mend space in Ihis pro;ect.

Yt it was far rom a project in isolation. It developed as
these projects tind a way of developing valboul ITe loiluous

E cienl deadlines, or el .clunce 10 expetimant hanging

2 overhead - via many ideas lrom past pigjecls, while alsc

§ Simon Pendal, Rebecca Ang'us providing a playground of serls lor IRe wilful exploralion of

E [remantle House new ideas.

E Tne house scems like ke end of one thing ard ke start ot Perhaps the mos! porgnant rellection | could make

qu scrething else. It Fas marked a transit:eral chase lor us as relates 10 Ih‘e rmanner in which 1h:s project symbolises the

g pracliioners in this regard. It's the st of our projects that development of our collaborative practice appoach, whare
§ feels fruly wholo. We were able 10 make smail experiments 1his intenisely personal work can st sit comlortably within ke
5 al our own nsk, each of which seems 10 have paid clf it body of work established by Teirgir 10 date. I amythurg, 1his
R enabled us to detire mere tully cur core concerns, process, 15 a comirmation of 1he tighiness with which we wetk Ihrough
70 werking mielbods and cur documentation practiccs. ‘deas 25 a codlaboralive gioup. regardless of location or lype



architect’s statement

This house for ny fanuly 15 wallun a lormer woarehouse In
e iner suburd of nofth Hobard The narrow slceel has a
contcasl of mdusital and residential uses. yel 1us s the lirsl
house m the strael walhm an ndustoal Dusdding
The axslak saw-looth roof warehouse had a concrale lio
area of 300 square melres and behmd full hesgint melal shcing
do Hong the rear was a land-ocked yard adgomung anolne:
vacanl kot The net rear yard was around GO0 square melies
Tius facditated a jon purchase walh another (amiy membes
where a drading wall through [he exis) arehouse space
would delrver suflicien! space lor
The change of use has mamilamed much of 1he lormes
slreel-fronl characler The streel-front auslenty is fully mlended
1o dramabcally o wall The unexpected nlenon, a
readymade exempl of Ihe counterpoail behween a Diun
extermnal form and a neh iterior commion 10 marny Terrow
projecls Whereas in [he pasl this was due 10 ight budgels. lhis
progect mvolved a delinde chowe
The project developed on and oll over a lhiee-yer
a lenglhy gestation which 15 allabuled 1o bolh allending to the
demands of a busy olfice and he struggle and appodundy thal
W) one’s own home In the process one 15 confronled
valh mary thoughls of pas! and present issues expioed n
3 ol the potential lor snoval
oralion allorded by the opporunidy 10 embark on a proect
where you ase the chenl
The new mnlenor seeks Lo relam the character ol 1he former
use while meeling [he der for segregalion s enc
hal ¢ valh prc ig a home [or a famy m a large. open
architects . -
sheli 1hat does nol lend isell 10 fendmg olf a cold Hobaat wanler
Scatl Balmiorth [Terroir)
T 1-vienws from sleeel 1O rear were Crucid) 1O mamiaeneng

1he depth of space thal was a pisalege Lo mbenl n [he exasling
hotagraph
" o s 4 buding Mos! nternal walls run paraliel (o he Through views

Jonathan Wherrell

and establish a physical reverberation olf the central wall

text

Richard Gac i

sle sade wall is relatvely intac
and runs aloagside ; 3 whch recall lhe openness ol

the warehouse

The ‘hands-on” approach durng consliuchion, wall & Dulder

was lamiiar walth ou HECIS, ekl wlher developmenl

on-sie In partcudar, his enabled a deggroe of loying valh

. home

varous delats 1hal i generalty nol possibie in projects. Thes

<,

1oyng 1s also a cay-over of the manner i which we approach

1 LU/ 77 design reseasch al Terrow. using vasous medeaams al hand,

l . l from CAD 1o cindboard tn lhws progect, Toymg with cardboard in
a I l I O menalure was replaced walh (oymg m (il scale valh things such

as managing wews and povacy through mperceplible chas

- the architect s home

- the architect

in lhe “grain’ direclion of expanded metal sheeling. fokd cul
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balmforth residence
Driving dewn a quaint Hobarl strest ¢f !

k houses and
mued development, we pause as a 1cl'er doon cpensair ihe
‘ace cf an olherwise crdinary faclery, comelete wilh panted
plumbers sign. Scolt Balmtonhy's sutably sculled BAMWY
qlides inle his home, narowly m g the children's Likes
and prams Tre view lhicugh the windscreen is also a view
thrcugh the wardscreen cf the hous Ihe gJaraGe Serving as
'he building's Ioyer.

The chwious advanlage ol such a devise is 1o immediatoly
rorease Ihe swe of natlaten, tul it also appropiately
ackrgwiedges the architeciural nghls of the car. The car s,
alter all, a significant part of 1he bl 1abne of eur lives, and
its mule preserce wilhin lbe heme serves as an nteresiing
rerrincer ol this condilcn.

We enter Ing Balm!c:Ih lamaly lieme ard factory
conversion via ke dark expanding wedge shaped conidors
ot ibe greund rocr. The predominant ¢clour is hlack,
primaniy ciclated by the use ol lerm-ply as a wail surface -
ool Black s et Elack. Whether in the case of the lcim-piy,
tiles, cr cakirgiry vathin the kitc
Elack reveal relleeticns and colour liapped within. Upslairs,
in 2 creamy conlrasl, limed phewood 1akes you 1o the | ght.

Onenlry, views instaciliy unloid thrcugh o 1he garden
atthe othier end ol the house ard a hugea, rust red wall [hal
Irarres fhe culdoor Space, (endering scme rellections cirk.

n, 1he various lypes ol

1 reldnns 3 rave
dy thatis rare in @ tamady

ence

o=z.
The budding’s garage

el 1 af the
archaleclural rights of the car

(== 18
The mezzan
wilh e

The cenlial ground wedge holds 1ciels. ki

retreal, ail of which enioy v.ews cf the yard

n, el sicrage

The space then cgens to full keight bencath mxdustoal
gawtcoth skyaghls and a huge ELleck wall. ccmplele with
paint s1ans and scars. Url ke rmany such conversiens the
factery loughness remains. Materials used ale precisely
drawn, Lul alsa reacy 1o be scarred with lamuy mam
Tre huge kitchen bench in timber 15 teslament 1o 1his
colertial.

Tte design deasn'l iegl teo 'nisted - a Irap thal mosl
architects fallimo walh komes., Tetrcir 1s el krown o ils
cohlinuous de ires and labyrnnthine spaces. Criginaliy
nspired by he works ¢l such luminaries as Enric Miralles.
s werk now reflec!s an urderslancing ¢l the llow cl
spaces from inside 16 culside, particulany naciatien lo the
landscare of Tasmania. The raslery of Terrgirs architects
is evidenced here, especially vhen cne meves upstairs and
along a double wedge shaped cormdor that culminales in
a fulute siudy overlooking Ihe lourge. Shyiights dluminale
the limed plywecd, which epens to low bedrocmd and
balhrooms. The mezzanire is cleverdy screened from the
double height space with expanded mesh genlly cpening
ard closing views as cre walks aleng its lergih [ only
worried abzal ke size of the master bedioom, paibaps

lenexd by we naeds of thice chedren.,
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et, through the
Many of (he
1ng’s features [Inanguar reve
cladding, porla

e als lrved-in,
furnished state,

15 are atso given weght and sly'e thicugh
allention to cetad. The mam cenlral blade wall upslans

culminates in a ‘arrinaled plywood edge of 150-millimetres of

d-grain. The piywood stairs leading upslanrs fealuie gili-like

folded cuts o altow Lght through 1o the darker spaces below

A seccnd stair also 'eads you llom 1he lourge 1o a
Gereious space above (e garage which forms the ofidien’s
play area. It also emgloys a lolding triangular panel 1o reveal
or corceal Ihe conlents 1o the main space of 1he lcuse.

As it in convessation wih the building's front rolles-¢4s:
access, 1he lourge has relaned the faclory's cniginal
dozr. Slots have been cul within s gaivamsed steel panel
cladding jo gve giimpses ol the view. repiele with the cut
and fcided remnanis of steei p'ale aclirg as lxed shutless

Hawaever, 1he enlite wall con be mo oves (o open haif
the house to the elements. This i3 truly diamatic, esgecially
when il reveals a tough cutdost space, not only by
a neighbouring rust coloured cengtate wall Eul a
division between Scoll and his brother’'s hall of e laciory.
usirg basall hted gobicns a4 a meuntaincus barrier.

The firal landscapins) angd decks are yel o be comrpleled.
This w wilt feature a sea of basait rocks between umber
decks and planling. Tre cunenl environment tealures the
usud toys, seats, dog osure and buds and peces of
tarmiiy litc. Gravel and bits of asghalt mixed with palches
of twit make up a barren chiidren’s advenlure playgreund,
wh:2h 'ooks ke fun. Complete or nol, this environment
15 [ull of the poteniigl that any tamiiy reeds a1 order to be
adaptable to the engoing flux ¢l ifc. ii's not overcdone.

Nere ol hese realities 1akes away tron the succe
ol 1his adaplve re-use ¢l a laclory shell. Everything lhat
cculd be re-used -venlively I'as been hamessed. The rear
etevation s 1he besl exanple of 1his. The eriginal fekded Gat
prate parels have neon relamed but sliced open for slol
winciows. The skyhighls are inlast except for new vandows (o
e bedrooms. |1 is passible to took through the enlite house
lrem the yard and see the car in Ihe garage and even the
sireet i1seif if Ihe roller docr is open.

Th:s project undouttedly shows maslery and conlidence
of mtergretaticn. Terror and Balmlotth bave ¢ ol age. ar

he architect’'s nome
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principol orehitoote lTerror Ply Lid prajoot saam Scatt Baimicdh, Gerard
Reinmuth, Richard Btythe, Paul Sayers, Nic Fabriza, Cassandra Kiss, Boanie Herming
projaat monagor Scoll Balmiorik eanginaer Gandy and Roberts bubder

Tascen Construchions other Buldng Surveyor, Lee Tyers Building Sucveyors
mub-contraators Eleclocal. Advonced Electrical, Flumbang: Applied Plumbuoy mise
580 square melres vimo ta sompleta Coaslruclion; § monlts caunal) Hobard Cily
Council alent Scott and Fiona Balmlorih deslign voals Autcdesk AuteCad 2008,
Autodesk A0S Max 8 intornel wall Kning Upper-level: Arcuca Ply [imewashed),
Brewsters Lowec-level Formply, Brewslers intarnol stanl alnddirg Expanded
matal Expamet. Perlorated and Expanded Melyl Companay raaf /mcalume Cuslom Orb,
Bluescope amiing Galvansed melal sheet, Hill Sheat Melal eahling Expanded metal
Expamaet, Perlorated aod Expanded Metdl Company gailing 10:imin Plasterboard, COR
guttoring costing windaws Yantage, Glass Supplies maatlighe s Yelux doora Sabd
lamenated dears Arouca Ply and Formply, Custom Catnet:, hardware Access Har dware
slgnage 1510 howtlng/cooling syatemas | ydrone Buas, Hunt Healing peint
Antique White USA, Delux eMos Balthroom and Ensute Artic Nero 300x400, Rossello

Ties itlghtings/light.ng fitsnga Soulbern Lighting flooring Concrele sealed hinish
carpat Caipel Company phywaod Polyurethane with imeng stain, Carpet Company
kitahen Jodnory 2 pak on Amencan weneer, Kingslon Jonery diming sabla Lamanated
ply Haar powts on engmal Buichers block, Kmgsion Jonery cooktop/avona Fisher &
FPuaykel rangehood Quasar diohwashor Micle window furnishingo Auto reller
blinds, Bomwell Elnds doar handlos Chimting grip holds, Chimbaoyg Edge rollers daor

Tom Mooce and Son
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